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Spanish Village hallwayTimes in China, Spain, Russia.

Student artwork
Qunling and her room entrance.

Another wall of her classroomThe Chinese side of Qunling’s classroom.

Mandarin in America
Sunday afternoon May 15 Qunling Zhang
showed me her school and classroom. (No
one else was present because it was
Sunday.) She has been teaching Mandarin
there to 5th grade students for this past
school year while living with a host family
that we knew. The Global Village
Academy is a “charter school”, a privately operated school within the public school

system. The school teaches classes in the Chinese, Spanish, and Russian languages, with some English studies
as well. Qunling works there under the Confucius Institute program and returned to her family in Anhui
Province in early June. While the younger grades have one or two large classrooms, her room is small because
of fewer students at that age. During parts of the day the room is occupied by Russian students instead of
Chinese. Http://www.gvaschools.org has several campuses in Colorado.

It appears
that there is
an increasing
need for
teaching
Mandarin
language in
American
schools.

Http://www.gvaschools.org


This the top half of a full newspaper page paid advertizement in the Arvada Press issue of last week. These two
pre-schools are some of several here in Colorado and are affiliated with Global Village Academy. The web site
is http://www.gvipreschools.org. The bottom of that page follows. Today, 18 July, I visited the Arvada school,
took some photos and obtained the director’s card.

The classroom photo of the Chinese room shows no children
because the school is in immediate need of a teacher for the
Mandarin language.

http://www.gvipreschools.org.




 

This is the card for a different school, Denver Language School, which has two campuses: in Aurora and in
Denver. They also teach Mandarin to elementary students. I visited this school at the end of February but did not
take photos. On March 1 I wrote about my visit to a friend in China, saying:
- - - - - - - - - - - -
Last Friday I happened to be driving by the West Campus of the Denver Language School
(www.DenverLanguageSchool.org) that I previously mentioned to you. So I stopped in to see the place. It is on
the third floor of the building and presently has classes up to 2nd grade. The East Campus has older students. I
met with the assistant principal (headmaster) and got a tour of the facilities, looking into the classrooms that had
both children and teachers in them.

The classrooms seem much nicer than I saw in China, and there are fewer students in a classroom. Mandarin is
taught by immersion, meaning that only Mandarin is spoken in the classroom. I was given the business card for
Gwen Qin, the director of the Chinese program. Her contact information is on the attached card images.

I was told that right now is the time that you need to make yourself known to Gwen. That is because they are in
the process of asking their present teachers if they want to continue teaching there. There could be some
openings if those teachers want to move on to another job.

The West Campus school is located on University Boulevard. To the south a couple kilometers is the University
of Denver, where I have been teaching. (I am retiring from there in a couple of weeks.) Farther south and on a
side street is Hillcrest Christian Church (http://www.hillcrestdenver.org/) which has a very large number of
Chinese. I have been there several times, and it is a good group.

There is a regular city bus route (24) along University Boulevard.

So you should contact Gwen Qin soon to start a discussion about possibly teaching there.
- - - - - - - - - -
A few years ago I took a series of Sunday afternoon classes to learn a little of the Mandarin language myself. I
was the worst student, but under an excellent teacher, because I was too busy with other things to have the time
to study properly and start to use the language. My classes were by http://www.greatwallchineseacademy.org. 

These examples of the need for teachers of the Chinese Mandarin language are just for a part of Colorado.
Presumably many other parts of America have a similar need. There may be several programs whereby teachers
from China can come to America to teach Mandarin for a year or more. This note is just to confirm some in my
area of Colorado.

Dr. Ed Holroyd, 18 July 2016

http://www.greatwallchineseacademy.org.

