Picket Wire

A group of friends from our church took a 4-hour trip to La Junta in southeastern Colorado and stayed overnight
in order to take a tour of the Picket Wire site on Saturday morning, May 16. Access to this location in the
Comanche National Grassland area is restricted to tours by national government guides of the Forest Service in
the Department of Agriculture. Reservations are required and the number of attendees is restricted. The Picket
Wire site is described as the longest exposure of dinosaur tracks in North America, if not in the world.

The site is on the Purgatoire River, but English-speaking settlers had difficulty pronouncing the Old French
name and corrupted the name to “Picket Wire”. Visitors need to come in their own 4-wheel drive vehicles
because of the rugged dirt roads. The tops of the broad canyons are of a hard Dakota Sandstone Formation. The
valley bottoms have softer layers of shales and some hard limestones. Trees are juniper and pmnon evergreens.
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The Purgatoire River and Picket Wire dinosaur track site is in the right photo. The landscape was unusually
green because of abundant recent rain.

Our first stop was to look at petroglyphs: rock art
scratched into the dark “desert varnish” coating of the
lighter sandstone rocks by native Americans many
hundreds of years ago.

Nearby was a large
hollow rock in which
people could stand in
the hole. Below was
the river.
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T racks of meat-eating
dinosaurs radiate in all
directions, indicating that
carnivores roamed the lakeshore as
solitary hunters. Large carnivores
are generally less common than
large plant-eaters but roughly
equal numbers of footprints occur
at this site. Perhaps meat-eaters
were faster and more active than

plant-eaters?
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half of the people on our tour used the high

ding in quickly flowing water about 30 cm (1 foot) deep. I

~ did not cross the

water. Next are

photos of track

types and trails of
! them. Note left-

right order of

footprints.




At another

location we saw &
this sign a
o DINOSAUR SHOULDER BLADE
ofa

dinosaur bone FROM AN APATOSAURUS

| found elsewhere THIS REPLICA 1S AN EXACT COPY OF ALARGE DINOSAUR BONE
1 th UNEARTHED IN 2008 FROM A QUARRY LOCATED IN PICKET WIRE
n the arca. CANYONLANDS. APATOSAURUS 1S AMONG THE MOST MASSIVE

A MEMBER OF THE LONG-NECKED.

LAND ANIMALS EVER TO EXIST.
SAUROPODS (BRONTOSAURS).

PLANT-EATING DINOSAURS CALLED

ABOUT HALF OF THE APATOSAURUS SKELETON WAS PRESERVED IN
ONG WITH PARTIAL SKELETONS OF SEVERAL

THE QUARRY, AL
OTHER SAUROPOD DINOSAURS. THE BONES WERE BURIED IN
MUDSTONE DEPOSITS OF AN ANCIENT SYSTEM OF RIVERS AND

LAKES. NOW EXPOSED AS RED AND GREEN SOILS ON NEARBY

SLOPES AND THE LIMESTONE LAYERS AT THE DINOSAUR
TRACKSITE. THESE ROCK LAYERS. CALLED THE MORRISON
FORMATION, ARE A DEPOSIT KNOWN TO PRODUCE DINOSAUR
REMAINS ACROSS THE ROCKY MOUNTAIN WEST. THESE 148
MLLION YEAR OLD BONES ARE FROM THE JURASSIC PERIOD, A
TIME BEFORE UPLIFT OF THE ROCKY MOUNTAINS, WHEN THIS AREA
WAS DOMINATED BY CONIFER FORESTS, AND LONG BEFORE
FORMATION OF THE MODERN PURGATOIRE RIVER VALLEY.

THE SHOULDER BLADE REPLICA BEFORE YOU IS NEARLY 8 FEET IN
LENGTH. BY COMPARING THIS BONE TO SIMILAR DINOSAUR
SKELETONS, SCENTISTS CAN ESTIMATE THE SIZE OF THIS
APATOSAURUS AT ROUGHLY 30 METERS (38 FEET) LONG AND
WEIGHING OVER 83,000 KILOGRAMS (ROUGHLY 40,000 POUNDS)!
ANIMALS SUCH AS THIS LEFT BEHIND MANY OF THE PRINTS AT

THE DINOSAUR TRACKSITE. @

We visited the
ruins of an old
church and its
graveyard.
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With all the recent rain there was an abundance of
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Colorado has a variety of terrains. The Gunnison trip report showed the mountains and high meadows. Eastern
Colorado is mostly flat in comparison but has areas of minor canyons as shown here. Both have enjoyable
beauties in different ways.

Ed Holroyd
19 June 2015



